IN THE MATTER OF PERMANENT § BEFORE THE TEXAS
VOCATIONAL NURSE §
LICENSE NUMBER 206947 AND § BOARD OF NURSING
PRIVILEGE TO PRACTICE FROM §
ARKANSAS VOCATIONAL NURSE §
LICENSE NUMBER 1040475 §
ISSUED TO §
MELISSA RENEE BENTLEY, § ELIGIBILITY AND
RESPONDENT §

§ DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE

ORDER OF THE BOARD

TO: MELISSA RENEE BENTLEY
19211 S. PIPER GROVE DR.
KATY, TX 77449
- During open meeting held in Austin, Texas, on May 9, 2017, the Texas Board of Nursing
Eligibility and Disciplinary Committee (hereinafter "Committee") heard the above-styled case, based

on-the failure of the Respondent-to-appear-as-required-by 22 TEX. ADMIN.-CODE-Ch.-213.

The Committee finds that notice of the facts or conduct alleged to warrant disciplinary action
has been provided to Respf;ndent in accordance with Texas Government Code § 2001.054(c) and
Respondent has been given an opportunity to show compliance with all the requirements of the
Nursing Practice Act, Chapter 301 of the Texas Occupations Code, for retention of Respondent's
license(s) to practice nursing in the State of Texas.

The Committee finds that the Formal Charges were properly initiated and filed in accordance
with section 301.458, Texas Occupations Code.

The Committee finds that after proper and timely Notice regarding the violations alleged in
the Formal Charges was given to Respondent in this matter, Respondent has failed to appear in
accordance with 22 TEx. ADMIN. CopE Ch. 213.

The Committee finds that the Board is authorized to enter a default order pursuant to Texas

Government Code § 2001.056.

gl
»
)
]
=
o
2
@
>
=
o
o
b3
i*]
=
@
=,
o
=
&
ou]
g
=
[N

)
§

& B
el y)
!
Eil=d
g2
sz
2 g
- 6
e o
8 e
g5
9
o<
55
s
j=a=d
o O
o o
=R
o«
&3
o 8
LRl
8 &
&
=

-
[
&
=
o
b
&

2
&
o

=4
=
2
3
s
8
o
o
=
o
2
5

=2
5
=}

M



The Committee, after review and due consideration, adopts the proposed findings of fact and
conclusions of law as stated in the Formal Charges which are attached hereto and incorporated by
reference for all purposes and the Staff's recommended sanction of revocation by default. This Order
will be properly served on all parties and all parties will be given an opportunity to file a motion for
rehearing [22 ;TEX. ADMIN.CODE § 213.16(j)]. All parties have a right to judicial review of this
Order.

All proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law ﬁled by any party not specifically
adopted herein are hereby denied.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that Permanent Vocational Nurse License Number
206947 and Privilege to Practice from Arkaﬁsas Vocational License Number L040475, previously

issued to MELISSA RENEE BENTLEY, to practice nursing in the State of Texas be, and the same

is-hereby, REVOKED.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this Order SHALL be applicable to Respondent's nurse

licensure compact privileges, if any, to practice nursing in the State of Texas.

Entercd this 9th day of May, 2017.

TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING

Sftvin (e e

KATHERINE A. THOMAS, MN, RN, FAAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ON BEHALF OF SAID BOARD

BY:

Attachment:  Formal Charge filed March 29, 2017.
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Re: Permanent Vocational Nurse License Number 206947 and Privilege to Practice from Arkansas Vocational
\ ’ License Number L040475
Issued to MELISSA RENEE BENTLEY

DEFAULT ORDER - REVOKE

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that on the “.H/\ day of Mﬂ‘f , 2017’, a true and correct

copy of the foregoing DEFAULT ORDER was served and addressed to the following person(s), as
follows:

Via USPS Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested
MELISSA RENEE BENTLEY
19211 S. PIPER GROVE DR.
KATY, TX 77449

Via USPS First Class Mail
MELISSA RENEE BENTLEY
13200 CHENAL PKWY ., #154
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72211

St Ceermes

KATHERINE A. THOMAS, MN, RN, FAAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ON BEHALF OF SAID BOARD

BY:




In the Matter of Permanent Vocational Nurse § BEFORE THE TEXAS

License Number 206947 & §

Privilege to Practice from Arkansas §

License Number 1.040475 §

Issued to MELISSA RENEE BENTLEY, §

Respondent § BOARD OF NURSING
FORMAL CHARGES

This is a disciplinary proceeding under Section 301.452(b), Texas Occupations Code. Respondent,
MELISSA RENEE BENTLEY, is a Vocational Nurse holding License Number 206947, which is
in invalid status at the time of this pleading, and holding Privilege to Practice from Arkansas License
Number L040475, which is in current status at the time of this pleading.

Written notice of the facts and conduct alleged to warrant adverse licensure action was sent to
Respondent at Respondent's address of record and Respondent was given opportunity to show
compliance with all requirements of the law for retention of the license prior to commencement of
this proceeding.

CHARGE 1.

On or about September 21, 2016, while utilizing a Privilege to Practice (PTP) nursing from the State
of Arkansas and employed as a licensed vocational nurse with Epic Health Services, Houston, Texas,
and on assignment with First Baptist Church, Houston, Texas, Respondent lacked fitness to practice
vocational nursing in that she was observed sleeping while she was responsible for caring for special
needs children. Respondent's condition could have affected her ability to recognize subitle signs,
symptoms or changes in patients’ conditions, and could have affected her ability to make rational,
accurate, and appropriate assessments, judgments, and decisions regarding patient care, thereby
placing the patients in potential danger.

- The above action constitutes grounds for disciplinary action in accordance with Sections
301.452(b)(10), (12)&(13) and 304.001, Article 5, Texas Occupations Code, and is a violation of
22 TeEX. ADMIN. CoODE §217.11(1)(A),(1)(B)&(1)(T), and 22 TEeEX. ADMIN. CODE

§217.12(1)(A),(D(B),(1)E)(4E&(S).

NOTICE IS GIVEN that staff will present evidence in support of the recommended disposition of
up to, and including, revocation of Respondent’s license/s to practice nursing in the State of Texas
pursuant to the Nursing Practice Act, Chapter 301, Texas Occupations Code and the Board's rules,
22 Tex. Admin. Code §§ 213.27 - 213.33. Additionally, staff will seek to impose on Respondent
the administrative costs of the proceeding pursuant to Section 301.461, Texas Occupations Code.
The cost of proceedings shall include, but is not limited to, the cost paid by the Board to the State
Office of Administrative Hearings and the Office of the Attorney General or other Board counsel for
legal and investigative services, the cost of a court reporter and witnesses, reproduction of records,
- Board staff time, travel, and expenses. These shall be in an amount of at least one thousand two
hundred dollars ($1200.00).



NOTICE IS GIVEN that all statutes and rules cited in these Charges are 1ncorporated as part of th1s
pleading and can be found at the Board's website, www.bon.texas.gov.

NOTICE IS GIVEN that, based on the Formal Charges, the Board will rely on the Disciplinary
Matrix, located at 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE §213.33(b), which can be found under the "Discipline &
Complaints; Board Policies & Guidelines" section of the Board's website, www.bon.texas.gov.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that Respondent's past disciplinary history, as set out below and
described in the Order(s) which is/are attached and incorporated by reference as part of these
charges, will be offered in support of the disposition recommended by staff: Agreed Eligibility
Order dated October 5, 2006.

Filed this__ o4 9 _ day ofﬂ/la,‘ru[\. I v

TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING

Texas Board of Legal Spemahzatmn
State Bar No. 10838300

Jena Abel, Assistant General Counsel

Board Certified - Administrative Law

Texas Board of Legal Specialization
State Bar No. 24036103

John R. Griffith, Assistant General Counsel

Board Certified - Administrative Law

Texas Board of Legal Specialization
State Bar No. 24079751

Robert Kyle Iensley, Assistant General Counsel
State Bar No. 50511847

John F. Legris, Assistant General Counsel
State Bar No. 00785533

Jacqueline A. Strashun, Assistant General Counsel
State Bar No. 19358600

John Vanderford, Assistant General Counsel
State Bar No. 24086670

333 Guadalupe, Tower III, Suite 460
Austin, Texas 78701

P: (512) 305-8657

F: (512) 305-8101 or (512)305-7401

Attachments:  Agreed Eligibility Order dated October 5, 2006.
D(2017.02.13)



BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSE EXAMINERS
FOR THE STATE OF TEXAS
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In the Matler of § ELIGIBILITY $isd
MELISSA RENEE BENTLEY § . 3lgs

"~ APPLICANT for Eligibility for Licensure  § AGREED ORDER ” :
g

On the date entered below, the Board of Nurse Examiners for the State of Tex:
hereinafter referred to as the Board, considered the Application for Licensure by Endorsement and
supporting documents ’ filed by MELISSA RENEE BENTLEY, hereinafler referred to as
APPLICANT, gogether with any documents and infonmation gathered by staff and APPLICANT's
Certificale contained herein. Information received by the Board produced evidence that
APPLICANT may have violated Section 301.452(3)&(8) et seq., Texas Occupations Code.

W’A“Ppmemwaivmesemaﬁonﬁy“cwﬁse”l"‘;'“n“oli'ce‘anﬂ“h”e*ﬁriﬁg:“’:md'a";gréed“m*rhw

entry of this Order offered on August 1, 2006, by Katherine A. Thomus, MN, RN, Executive

Dirc;ctor.
FINDINGS OF FACT
1. On or about February 28, 2006, Applicant submitted an Application for Licensure by
Endorsement in compliance with Section 301.260 er seq., Texas Occupations Code.
2. Applicant waived representation, notice, administrative hearing, and judicial review.
3. Applicant received a Certificate in Vocational Nursing from Platt College, Tulsa, Ok lahoma.

in May 1999.

4. Applicant completed an application for licensure by endorsement and answered "yes”
to Question Number Thirteen (13), which reads in part as follows:  "Have you been
convicted, adjudged guilty by a court. pled guiliv_no contest or nolo contendere 1o any erine
in any state, territory or counlry, whether or not « sentence was imposed, including am
pending criminal charges or unresolved arrests? This includes expunged offenses and
deferred adjudication with or without prejudice of guilt.”

Melissa Bentley :063 Page | ot 7 160ip Augast | 2004



Applicant disclosed the following criminal history, to wit:

On May 21, 1995, Applicant was arrested for the misdemeanor offense of Theft of Propeny
in North Little Rock, Arkansas. Applicant was conviclted and sentenced to one (1) vear
probation and assessed a fine in the amount of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00).

There is no evidence of any subsequent criminal conduct.

Applicant completed an application for licensure by endorsement and answered "yes”
to Question Number Fifteen (15), which reads in part as follows: “Has any licensing
authority refused to issue you a license or ever revoked, annulled. cancelled. accepied
surrender of, suspended, placed on probution, refused 10 renew a license, certificate or
multi-state privilege held by you now or previously, or ever fined, censured, reprananded
or otherwise disciplined you?" )

On éeptember 30, 1999, Applicant was issued a Stipulation, Settlement and Order by the
Oklahoma Board of Nursing. A copy of the September 30, 1999, Oklahoma Board
Stipulation, Settlement and Order is attached and incorporated by reference as part of this
Order.

On May 24, 2000, Applicant satisfied ail terms and conditions as set forth in the Stipulation,

10.

1L

12..

14.

Settlement and Order issued on September 30, 1999, by the Oklahoma Board ol Nursing

On May 25, 2000, Applicant was issued a Stipulation, Settlement and Order by the

Oklahoma Board of Nursing. A copy of the May 25, 2000, Oklahoma Board Stipulation,
Settlement and Order is attached and incorporated by reference as parl of this Order.

On September 27, 2000, Applicant was issued a Stipulation, Settlement and Order by the
Oklahoma Board of Nursing, revoking Applicant’s practical nursing license forone (1) year
for violating the Stipulation, Scttlement and Order issued on May 25,2000. A copyol'the
September 27. 2000, Oklahoma Board Stipulation. Settlement and Order is attached and
incorporated by reference as part of this Order.

On September 27, 2001, Applicant was issued an Order by the Oklahoma Board o[ Nursing,
reinstatin;,i her practical nursing licensc without restrictions.

Applicant has sworn that with the exception of mattcrs disclosed in connection with the
Application for Licensure by Endorsement, her past behavior conforms to the Board's
professional character requirements.

Afler considering the action taken by the Oklahoma Board ol Nursing along with Applicant's
conduct since September 30, 1999, the Executive Director is satisfied that Apphcantis able
1o meet the requirements of the Nursing Practice Act, the Board's Rules and Regulations, and
generally accepted standards of nursing practice.

Melissa Bentley (063 Pave 2ol 7 L6t pr A ugast 3, 2000



16,

17,

18.

On August 1, 2006, the Executive Director considered evidence of Applicant's behavior
light of the character factors sel out in 22 Texas Administrative Code §213.27 and
determined that Applicant currently demonstrates the criteria required for good professional
character. ’

Applicémt presented sufficient evidence that she would not pose a direct threat to the health
and safety of patients and the public.

The Executive Director's review of the grounds for potential ineligibility has been made on

the basis of Applicant's disclosures.

Applicant has been advised by the Board that any information found to be incomplete,
incorrect or misleading to the Board or a subsequent discovery of a basis ofineligibility will
be considered by the Board and may result in an ultimate determination ol ineligibility orthe
later revocation of a ]icensc obtained through fraud or deceit.

The Board of Nurse Examiners has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to Section 301.453
et seq., Texas Occupations Code,

Applicant has submitted an Application for Licensure by Endorsement in compliance with
301.260 ef seq., Texas Occupations Code.

The evidence in Findings of Fact Numbers Four (4) through Twelve (12 is sufficient cause
to take disciplinary action under Section 301.452 et seq., Texas Occupations Code, and,
therefore, sufficient cause to deny licensure.

The action taken by another jurisdiction is grounds (or denial of a license under Section
301.452 et seq., Texas Occupations Code.

Applicant shall immediately notify the Board of any fact or event that could conslilute 2
ground of ineligibility for licensure under Section 301.452 er seq., Texas Occupations Code.

The Board may license an individual with prior behaviors inconsistent with the Board’s
character requirements if, upon evaluation of the factors in 22 Texas Administrative Code
§213.27, the Board is satisfied that the individual is able to consistently conform her conduct
to the requirements of the Nursing Practice Act. the Board's Rules and Regulutions, and
generally accepted standards of nursing practicc. 4

Mclissa Bentley :063 Page 3 of 7 EGOyp/August 1. 2006



ORDER

[T 1S THEREFORE AGREED that the application ot‘MELlSSA RENEEBENTLEY,
APPLICANT, is hereb‘y CONDITIONALLY GRANTED and shall be subject to the following
conditioné:

(1) APPLICANT SHALL obtain and read the Texas Nursing Practice Act, and the
Rules and Regulations Relating to Vocational Nurse Education, Licensure and Pracuice.

(2) Upon payfncnt of the necessary fees, APPLICANT SHALL be issued a license
to practice vocational nursing in the State of Texas, which shall bear the appropriatc notation.

3) . Upon receiving authorization to practicc vocational nursing in Texas,
APPLICANT SHALL comply in all respects with the Nursing Practice Act, Revised Civil Statutes

of Texas as amended, Texas Occupati.ons Code, §§301.001 e seq., the Rules and Regulations

Relating lo Professional Nurse Education, Licensure ard PT:TCﬁtE%ﬁ?”’F‘E'Xf%BWNf@@BE\WMWMM

et seq. and this Order.

IT IS FURTHER AGREED and OR{SERED that this Order SHALL be applicable
to APPLICANT's multistate licensure privilege, if any, to practice vocational nursing in the State
of Texas. .

IT IS FURTHER AGREED and ORDERED that while A PPLICANT’s license is
encumbered by this Order the APPLICANT may not work outside the State of Texas pursuanl 10 a
multistate licensure privilege without the written permission of the State of Texas and the Board of
Nursing in the party state where APPLICANT wishes to work.

(4) APPLICANT SHALL, within one (1) vear ol licensure 1 the State of Tevae,
successfully complete a course in Texas nursing jurisprudence. APPLICANT SHALL obtain Board

approval of the course prior to enrollment. Home study courses and video programs will not be

Melissa Bentley :063 Paged ol 7 E0yp: August 1, 26



approved. In order for the course to be approved, the target audience shall include Nurses. 1t shall
be a minimum of six (6) contact hours in length. The course's content shall include the Nursing
Practice Act, standards of practice, and documentation of care. Courses focusing on malpractice
issues will not be accepted. APPLICANT SHALL CAUSE the sponsoring institution to submit a
Verification of Course Completion form, provided by the Board, to the Olfice of the Board to verify
APPLICANT's successful completion of the course. This course shall be taken in addition to any
other courses stipulated in this Order, if any, and in addition to any continuing education
requirements the Board has forvrclicensure. Bocr;-:f::zpp/‘O\'arI courses may be found on the Bourd's

‘(under BNE events).

website, www:big.state.tku.
(5) APPLICANT SHALL, within one (1) year of initial licensure in the State of

Texas, successfully complete a course in nursing ethics. APPLICANT SHALL obtain Board

approval of the coufse prior to enrollment. Home study courses and video programs will not be
‘approved. The course shall be a minimum of six () contact hours in length. Inorder lb;' the cours?
to be approved, the target audience shall include Nurses. The course shall include content on the
following: principles of nursing ethics; confidentiality; and professional boundaries. APPLICANT
SHALL CAUSE the sponsoring institution to submit a Verification of Course Completion form,
provided by the Board, to verify APPLICANT's successful completion of the course This course

is 1o be taken in addition to any continuing education requirements the Board may have for

relicensure. Board approved courses may be found on the Bourd's website, wwy.hne.stale.Lx. us
(under BNE events). |

IT IS FURTHER AGREED, that upon full compliance with the terms of this
Order, APPLICANT SHALL be issued an unencumbered license and multistate licensure

privileges, if any, to practice vocational nursing in the State of Texas.

Mchssa Benlley (063 Page S ol 7 Lonp Augast ¢, 2000



APPLICANT'S CERTIFICATION

1 am the Pelitioner in this matter. I have fully and truthfully disclosed all relevant
information in conformity with Rule 213.29 at Texas Administrative Code. | certify that my past
- behavior, except as disclosed in my Application for Licensure by Endorsement, has been in
conformity with the Board's professional character rule. Ihave provided the Board with complete
and accurate documentation of my past behavior and have no pending cases in any jurisdiction.

In connection with my application, [ acknowledge that [ have read and | understand
Section 301.257, Texas Occupations Code. Section 301.452 (a),(b) and (c). Texas Occupations
Code, and Chapter 53, Section 53.001 et seq., Texas Occupations Code. and Board Rules 213.27,
213.28, and 213.29 at 22 Texas Administrative Code. [agree with all tenmis of this Order. including
the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and any stipulations set out in this Order. [ agrec 1o
inform the Board of any other fact or event that could constitute a ground for denial of hicensure prior
to accepling any permil or license from the Board of Nurse Examiners.

I understand that if I fail to comply with all terms and conditions of this Order. | will
be subject to investigation and disciplinary sanction, including revocation of my license to practice
vocational nursing in the State of Texas, as a consequence of my noncompliance.

I understand that 1 can be represented by an attorney m this matler 1 waive
representation, notice, administrative hearing, and judicial review of this Order and request that the
Executive Director of the Board of Nurse Examiﬁfc’ ”xé'r this Order.

Signed thlS

Swom to and subscribed before

SEAL

Mehssa Bentley :063 Page 6 0i 7 Fotyp Augast . 2oob



WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, the Executive Director on behalfolthe
Board of Nurse Examiners for the State of Texas does hereby ratily and adopt the Order of

Conditional Eligibility that was signed on the 18" day of.. Se cmber., 2006 . by MELISSA

RENEE BENTLEY, APPLICANT, for Licensure by Endorsement, and said Order is final.

Entered this _5"_day of _:Oetdber , 2006 .

BOARD OF NURSE EXAMINERS
FOR THE STATE OF TEXAS

By: Kathetine A. Thomas, MN, RN
Executive Director

on benalf of said Board

Melissa Benticy 063 Page 7 of' 7 LotyprAugust |, 20006



BEFORE THE OKLAHOMA BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF MELISSA RENEE’ WALKER, L.P.N.
LICENSE NO. L0042586

STIPULATION, SETTLEMENT AND ORDER
This matter comes on before the Informal Disposition Panel ("Panel") of the
Oklahoma ﬁbmd of Nursing ("Board") on the 21st day of September, 1999, in the Conference Room
of the Board Office, 291 5 North Classen, Suite 524, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, all members of the
Panel being present throughout the hearing. |
Melissa Renee’ Walker, L.P.N., Respondent, appears in person without

counsel.

STIPULATION

Respondent and the Panel hereby stipulate and agree to the following joint stipulation
and proposed Order of the Board incorporating this stipulation aﬁd agreement in the above-styled
matter.

L. Respondent is licensed to practice licensed practical nursing in the State of
Oklahoma and is the holder of License No. L00425 86 issued by the Oklahoma Board of Nursing.

2. On or about June 23, 1999, Respondent tested positive for Cannabinoids on
a pre-employment drug screen with Beverly Enterprises, Fort Smith, Arkansas.

3. No formal complaint has been filed as of the date of this stipulation charging
Respondent with a violation of the Oklahoma Nursing Practice Act. Respondent understands that
she has a right to require that a formal complaint be filed and the righttoa formal hearing before the

Board at which time she could confront the witnesses against her, cross-examine those witnesses,



and present evidence in her own behalf. Respondent understands that by signing and agreeing to this
stipulatidn she is waiving those rights.

- 4, This stipulation is executed by the Rcspbndent for the purpose of avoiding
further administrative action with respect to this cause. In this regard, Respondent authorizes the
Board to review and examine all investigative file materials concerning Respondent prior to or in
conjimetion with consideration of this stipulation. Furthermore, should this joint stipulation not be
accepted by the Board, it is agreed that presentation to and consideration of this stipulation and other
documents and matters by the Board shall not unfairly or illegally prejudice the Board or any of its
rﬁembers from further participation, consideration or resolution of these proceedings.

5. Respondent fully understands that this joint stipulation and subsequent Final

Order incorporating same will in no way preclude additional proceedings by the Board against
Applicant/Respondent for acts or omissions not specifically made a part of this stipl;lation.

6. Respondent expressly waives all further procedural steps, and expressly
waives ;a.ll rights to seek judicial review of or to otherwise challenge or contest the validity of this
joint stipulation of facts, conclusions of law and imposition of discipline, and the Final Order of the
Board incorporating said stipulation.

7. It is expressly understood that this stipulation is subject to approval of the
Board and has no force and effect until approved and Ordered by the Board.

STIPULATED DISPOSITION

[T IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Oklahoma Board of Nursing that
Respondent’s license to practice licensed practical nursing in the State of Oklahoma remain in effect
on th.e following terms and conditions:

1. For the period of six (6) months from the date of this Order, Respondent



€

submit to ”periodic’ body fluid testing in accordance with and in compliance with the Board's
Procedure for Body Fluid Testing, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof, at least
once every two months during such period, and that the results thereof be submitted to the Board
immediately.

2. Respondcntl’ remain free of alcohol and unprescribed drugs during such
period. Any preséribed drug must be verified by Respondent verbally to the Board's office within
seventy-two (72) hours and in writing by the prescribing physician on the physici;n's letterhead
within ten (10) days.

3. For the period of six (6) months from the date of this Order, Respondent cause

to be furnished to the Board quarterly self-assessment reports.

4 Respondent potify the Board's office immediately of any change of address

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this stipulation shall not be effectivé until}he fully
executed Order is received in the Board office. y .

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED any failure to comply with any terms of this Order will
require Respondent’s appearance before the Board to show cause why her license should not be:
revoked.

ITIS FURTHER ORDERED that upon successful completion of all of the terms and
cond'itions of this Order, no further orders of the Board shall be deemed necessary.

Respondent

Approved and ordered this 30th day of September, 1999.
OKLAHOMA BOARD OF NURSING

By: E M&W

President




BEFORE THE OKLAHOMA BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF MELISSA RENEE’ WALKER, L.P.N,
LICENSE NO. L0042586

STIPULATION, SETTLEMENT AND ORDER

This matter comes on befdre the Informal Disposition Panel ("Panel”) of the o~

Oklahoma Board of Nursing ("Board") on the 16th day of May, 2000, in the Conference Room of
the Board Office, 2915 North Classen, Suite 524, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, all members of the
Panel being present throughout the hearing. |

Melissa Renee’ Walker, LP.N., Respondent, appears in person without

counsel.

STIPULATION x

Respondent and the Panel hereby stipulate and agree to the following joint
stipulation and proposed Order'»f*of the Board incorporating this stipulation and agreement in the

above-styled matter.

1. ‘Respondent is licensed to practice licensed practical nursing in the State of
Oklahoma and is the holder of License No. L0042586 issued by the Oklahoma Board of Nursing.

2. On or about the middle of January, 2000, Respondent fell asleep while on
duty, on more than one occasion, while employed by Oklahoma Home Health, Inc., Tulsa,
Oklahoma.

3. No formal complaint has been filed as of the date of this stipulation
charging Respondent with a violation of the Oklahoma Nursing PracticeAcy Respondent
understands that she has a right to require that a formal complaint be filed and the right to a
formal hearing beforc the Board at which time she could confront the witnesses against her; cross-

examine those witnesses, and present evidence in her own behalf. Respondent understands that



by signing and agreeing to this stipulation she is waiving those rights.

4. This stipulation is executed by the Respondent for the purpose of avoiding
further administrative adion with respect to this cause. In this regard, Respondent authorizes thé
Board to review and examine all investigative file materials concerning Respondent prior to or in
conjunction with consideration of this stipulation. Furthermore, should this joint stipulation not
be accepted by the Board, it is agreed that presentation to and consideration of this stipulation and
other docum_ents and matters by ?hc Board shall not unfairly or illegally prejudice the Boa'rd or
any of its members from further participation, consideration or resolution of these proceedings.

5. Respoﬁdent fully understands that this joint stipulation and subsequent
Final Order incorporating same will in no way preclude additional proceedings by the Board

—_against Applicant/Respondent for acts or omissions not specifically made a part of this stipulation.

6. Respondent expressly waives all further procedural steps, and expressly
waives all rights to seek judicial review of or to otherwise challenge or contest the validity of this
joint stipulation of facts, conclusions of law and imposition of discipline, and the Final Order of
the Board incorporating said étiy;)ulation.

7. Itis ex;;ressly unde;'s;ooc.i that this stipulation is subject to approval of the
Board and has no force and effect until approved and Ordered by the Board.

STIPULATED DISPOSITION

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Oklahoma Board of Nursing that
Respondent’s license to practice licensed practical nursing in the State of Oklahoma remain in
effect on the following terms and conditions:

1. Respondent be placed on probation for six (6) months employment as a

nurse, such employment to be completed within nne (1) year.



2. The employment of Respondent during such probationary period beina
hospital only, which will agree to comply with this Board's Guidelines For Supervised Practice, a
copy of which is attached hereto and x;lade a part hereof.

3. Within thirty (30) days from the date of this Order Respondent submit
documentation, satisfactory to the Board, of the successful completion of the Board’s

“Legal/Ethical Packet”.

4. Respondent comply with this Board's Guidelines for Staff/Board

Conferences, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a part hereof.

5. Respondent cause to be furnished to the Board quarterly self-assessment
reports, which comply with this Board’s Guidelines for Self-Assessment Reports, a copy of which

i attached hereto and made a part hereof.

6. The terms of this Order shall apply to the practice of nursing of any kind,
including practice while enrolled in a nursing educati9n program.

7. A copy of this Ord,er and the attachments and any amendments thereof be
furnished to current and each prospective nursing employer.

8. Respondent's license to practice licensed practical nursing will not be
marked "Restricted”.

9. Responzlent notify the Board's office immediately of any changé of address.

I’f IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent be severely reprimanded for her
failure to recognize both her legal and professional duty to the public she serves, and especially
her patients. Sleeping while on duty shows contempt for the public’s right to require quality
nursing care at all times and their right to expect all nurses to behave in a professional manner at
all times. A repeat violation of the Oklahoma Nursing Practice Act by Respondent will not be

tolerated hy this Board and will be cause for additional discipline of Respondent.



IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this stipulation shall not be effective until the
fully executed Order is received in the Board office. A |

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED any failure to comply with any terms of this Order
will require Respondent's appearance before the Board to show cause why her license should not
be revoked.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon successful completion of all of the terms

and conditions of this Order, no further orders of the Board shall be deemed necessary.

"Rbe‘spo;iﬂexit: s acli el 8
Approved and ordered this 25th day of May, 2000.

OKLAHOMA BOARD OF NURSING




BEFORE THE OKLAHOMA BOARD OF NURSING

IN THE MATTER OF MELISSA RENEE’ WALKER, L.P.N.
LICENSE NO. L0042586

ORDER

This matter comes on for hearing before the Oklahoma Board of Nursing on the
27th day of September, 2000, ét the Holiday Inn Cdnference Center, 2101 South Meridian
Avenue, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, all members of the Board being present throughout the
hearing.

The Board is represented by Charles C. Green, attorney at law, and Respondent

appears in person without counsel.

FINDINGS

After hearing all the evidence presented and upon due consideration thereof, the

Board finds:

1. Proper notice of this hearing was served on Respondent as required by
law. | |

2. Respondent was placed on probation by Stipulation, Settlement and Order
entered May 25, 2000.

3. On the 29th day of August, 2000, an Order to Appear and Show Cause
was issued by the Oklahoma Board of Nursing for alleged violations of the terms of

Respondent's probation.

4. Respondent failed to submit a copy of the Probation Order of May 25,

2000, upon her employment by Maplewood Care Center, a nursing home in Tulsa, Oklahoma.



.
.
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5. Respondent’s employment by Maplewood Care Center was in violation of

the terms of the Probation Order.

6. Respondent failed to report her employment by Maplewood Care Center

to the Board office.

7. Respondent has not shown cause why her probation and license should not

be r;voked or suspended.
CONCLUSION

The Board concludes that Respondent is guilty of violating an order of this Board
in violation of the provisions of the Oklahoma Nursing Practice Act, 59 O.S. §§ 567.1, et. seq.,

specifically § 567.8 A.9 thereof, and that such is grounds for suspension or revocation of

Respondent's probation-and-license:
ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Oklahoma Board of Nursing that the
license to practice licensed practical nursing in the State of Oklahoma held by Melissa Renee’

Walker, L.P.N., being License No. L0042586, is hereby revoked for one (1) year.

OKLAHOMA BOARD OF NURSING

Prcsidem)

ccg/00-83/406883
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BEFORE THE OKLAHOMA BOARD OF NURSING
IN THE MATTER 'OF MELISSA RENEE’ WALKER, L.P.N.
LICENSE NO. L0042586
| ORDER

This matter comes on for hearing before the Oklahoma Board of Nursing on the
27th day of September, 2001, at the Holiday Inn Conference Center, 6200 North RoBinson,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, all members of the Board being present throughout the hearing,
except Elizabeth Schmelling, R.N., who is absent.

The Board is represented by Charles C. Green, attorney at law, and Applicant

appears in person without counsel.

FINDINGS
1. Applicant’s license to prébtice licensed practical nursing was revoked for
one (1) year on September 27, 2000.
2. Applicant has submitted her Application for Reinstatement to practice

licensed practical nursing in the Stéte of Oklahoma.

3. Applicant has submitted sufficient evidence that the granting of her
Application for Reinstatement will not be detrimental to the health, safety or welfare of the public,

CONCLUSION

The Board concludes that Applicant’s license should be reinstated pursuant to 59

0.S. §§ 567.7 B and § 485:10-9-4(e) of the Rules promulgated by this Board.
ORDER
IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Oklahoma Board of Nursing that the

Application for Reinstaternent of Applicant's license to practice licensed practical nursing in the



State of Oklahoma is hereby granted and Applicant’s license, being License No. 10042586, is

reinstated.

OKLAHOMA BOARD OF NURSING

<

ocg/00-83/451621




